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BIOGRAPHIES
WORKSHOP LEADERS

Joyce Allison received both a Baccalaureate in Criminal Justice and a Masters in Africana Studies from the State University of New York Albany (University at Albany).  She lives by the quote: "the only limitations in life are the ones we place on ourselves", and this quote aptly describes Joyce's effervescent attitude of life.  Ms. Allison has given presentations on a variety of topics, including her independent research on "Hair Today and Tomorrow: African and African Women Evolutions of Hair Styles."  Ms. Allison also lectures on Conflict Management Skills for Women and is a certified Diversity Facilitator through the National Coalition Building Institute. 
Anzala B. Alozie is the Founder and Executive Director of Revelations, a company dedicated to the empowerment of women and girls. For over 8 years, Mrs. Alozie has provided trainings, workshops, and lectures on positive self-development for young women on topics including, Assessing Self-Worth, Building Positive Self-Esteem, Healthy Relationships for Black Girls: A look at Intimate Partner Violence, Finding Our Voices and more. Mrs. Alozie has presented for youth programs for Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., and many national and community based organizations. Mrs. Alozie is a graduate of Albany Law School of Union University and Purchase College. Mrs. Alozie is also a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., The Black Socialites, and Vice Chair of the Muslim Legal Defense and Education Fund.
Toni Blackman is a poet, rap lyricist and actress.  She was the first hip hop artist selected to work as a cultural ambassador traveling with the US department of state.  Toni has traveled throughout Africa, Europe, and Southeast Asia, often working in some of the world's most war-torn nation states to help bring reconciliation and rehabilitation to those regions.  An echoing green fellow and a former SOROS fellow, her work promotes diplomacy and self-expression through the use of cutting-edge personal development techniques.  Toni founded Lyrical Embassytm to serve as the umbrella organization for her projects Freestyle Uniontm and Rhyme Like a Girltm (RLAG).  Program partners include Black Girls Rock, Hip Hop Culture Center, Girl Scouts and NBA Basketball Without Borders Africa.  

Furthermore, as an award-winning artist, Blackman has shared the stage with everyone from Erykah Badu, to Mos Def, The Roots, Wyclef, Wu Tang, Sara Mclachlan and Rickie Lee Jones.  Toni has appeared on albums for Universal Records France, BMG/Novus, Radionova, and Big Dada.  Her first book “Inner-Course” (Villard/Random House) was released in late 2003 and recently appeared in the 2008 anthology “Live through This.”  Featured in VH1’s “Future of Black History” Campaign and on BETJ’s Parallel Paths with Sonia Sanchez, Toni is on the Advisory Board for SEED Academy in Senegal and was recently honored by Nike for her work as a social entrepreneur.  Toni recently finished her latest book “Wisdom of the Cipher” and her musical stage show, “Travels of a Lyrical Ambassador” is in development.  She continues to work as a performance coach for artists, and is recording new material this spring.
Website: www.ToniBlackman.com 
Kioni Carter, a Brooklyn native, is an author, professional empowerment coach, and motivational speaker. She caters to urban African and Caribbean Americans ages 12-35 with the purpose of taking them to a new plateau of thinking and creating in their lives. Her dedication to the true transformation of her clients inspired her nickname – "The Butterfly Queen."  Most of Kioni’s writing focuses on self development because of both the personal and spiritual hurdles she has overcome in her own life and her desire to share what she has learned about life, love, and relationships with the world.  She has since taken the principles she has learned and turned them into workshops and teleclasses, and has been invited to participate in numerous local, national, and international events.  Kioni is a graduate of Cornell University with a major in Human Development and minors in Africana Studies and Dance. She is also a graduate of Long Island University (Brooklyn Campus) with a Masters of Arts in Elementary Education. She taught fifth grade in the NYC Public School system for four years before becoming a life coach. She has also served as a mentor for the Egbe Iwa Odo Kunrin/Binrin, a rites of passage program for youth ages 13-21. Currently, Kioni is seeking her C.E.C. (Certified Empowerment Coach) credentials at International Coach Federation (ICF) an accredited iPEC Coaching (Institute for Professional Empowerment Coaching). Kioni is also a member of the International Association of Coaches (IAC). www.trutransformation.webs.com 
Agina Carter-Shabazz is a mentor to aspiring cosmetologists and a member of the assessment panel and speaker for the Wharton School of Business’s Young Entrepreneur Program at the University of Pennsylvania. She is the founder of the Promising Enrichment Program (PEP) that builds self-esteem in young women and girls. Also, she has taken the message of this program to the female victims of Hurricane Katrina housed under Philadelphia Mayor John Street's relocation program by offering them a day of beauty.  
Aginah also teaches Cosmetology Career Planning to troubled teenage girls at the HOPE Charter High School in Philadelphia, and has been featured in numerous hair care magazines and many newspaper articles. She has received numerous awards, including the State Treasurer’s Award to African-American Female Entrepreneurs in recognition of her contributions to society and the West Philadelphia Economic Development Award. In a fitting tribute to her personal triumph and her professional achievement, she was awarded the 1996 Madam C.J. Walker Award by the National Coalition of 100 Black Women, Inc. In December 2004, Governor Edward Rendell of Pennsylvania appointed Aginah to the State Board of Cosmetology. Also on behalf of Stedman Graham & Associates, he extended warm congratulations to Aginah for her nomination for the Anita T. Conner Award of Achievement for outstanding leadership…You Can Make It Happen! Justice For Her, an award winning documentary, is the directorial debut of this Philadelphia native. She was inspired to direct and produce her first featured documentary following her daughter's arrest and trial in a capital punishment case. After 25 years as a hair salon owner, Aginah closed her salon doors in June 2001, to heal after fighting the criminal justice system to free her daughter. Today she continues to provide holistic hair health education to her community. Website: www.justiceforher.org or www.Aginah.com    

Mekaelia Davis is a Program Coordinator with the Sponsors for Educational Opportunity (SEO) Career Program. In this role, she manages alumni volunteers, recruits and coaches prospective interns from dozens of colleges/universities and coordinates career and professional development programming for hundreds of summer interns. In the fall of 2008 Mekaelia was selected as a Junior Fellow with the United Way Nonprofit Leadership Development Institute and during this period simultaneously completed the National Forum for Black Public Administrators Protégé program for emerging leaders in public policy. Prior to joining SEO, Mekaelia served as Program Coordinator for Change the Game, an organization that provides summer recreational opportunities to inner city boys. 

Mekaelia also serves on the External Affairs Committee for the Young Nonprofit Professionals Network of NYC, and works to build partnerships and collaborations with the larger NPO community to support the success of the nonprofit community. Outside of work, Mekaelia continues her commitment to youth and community development; mentoring young high school students to earn admissions into top colleges and universities and regularly contributes her time and resources to a number of community organizations. Mekaelia attended Hunter College of the City University of New York where she received a BA in Political Science and a Minor in African and Puerto Rican Latino Studies.
Andrea Dey graduated from St. Francis College with a BA in Psychology in May 2000. She is currently studying for an MA in Clinical Psychology at Adelphi University. Andrea is a motivational speaker and has done several empowerment seminars and workshops. She has a passion for helping others recognize their value and challenge them to own up to their greatness. Website: www.andreadeyevents.com 
Imani Farley currently works as a program assistant for Sponsors for Educational Opportunity (SEO) a non- profit organization. SEO provides internships to minority students on Wall Street, fortune 500 companies and corporate law firms. As program assistant, Imani serves as a liaison to SEO’s partner firms while co-managing the SEO-U pipeline programs. Prior to moving to New York and joining SEO, Imani was a Fitness Specialist for the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) in Arlington, VA. There she served as a personal trainer, taught Yoga and other fitness classes.  

Born and raised in Shaker Heights, Ohio, Imani is a graduate of The George Washington University where she received a BS in Athletic Training. She plans on returning to graduate school for Public Health in the spring. She serves as a mentor to many and is excited to get involved in the New York community. 

Monique J. Fortuné is President of Fortuné and Associates, a consulting company specializing in media and business communication strategies. Her area of specialization is radio and research interests of media history, media literacy and critical analysis. She was Promotions Director at New York City radio station WWRL-AM, and Development and Marketing Director at Fordham University's Public Radio Station WFUV-FM. She also served as radio curator for The Museum of Television & Radio now known as The Paley Center for Media. Ms. Fortuné teaches radio and television history, communication and mass media theory, and interpersonal communication courses at Fordham University, Hunter College and Bronx Community College. Email: thebusinessoffortune@gmail.com
Tiffany Hardin As a budding entrepreneur & executive of Digital Asset Research & Media Management, Tiffany Marie Hardin created "Tiffany Marie Entertainment" to house her marketing & management endeavors. Tiffany started exploring her options in the music industry as early as high school where she managed an alternative rock band in Neenah, Wisconsin with regional success! Since then, she graduated from Columbia College Chicago with a B.A. in Arts, Entertainment & Media Management concentrating on Talent Management. At Columbia, she met her future business partner, James Nichols and the idea for Digital ARMM was conceived.  During her college years, she became an assistant to former GOOD Music executive, John Monopoly coordinating various events including the 2006 launch of his new club called Boutique Nightclub. 

Later, under Tiffany's leadership as President of Student Programming Board, a student led marketing & event planning organization at Columbia College, she brought Mona Scott-Young, former President of Violator Management & current Founder/CEO of Monami Entertainment, to speak to her peers in an open forum. After a couple interviews, a trip to New York City, follow up emails & phone calls, her chance meeting led to a position as Mona's executive assistant at Violator Management & until her departure, the Travel & Production Coordinator of Monami Entertainment. Working with numerous celebrities including Missy Elliott, Busta Rhymes, Tweet, Toccara, and pop duo Brit & Alex has given Ms. Hardin a good taste of all sides of artist management. Adding more to her resume, she is currently working at Translation Brand Consultation + Imaging under Steve Stoute. Tiffany is looking for talent to personally represent and events to help manage from concept to execution. Website: www.Digitalarmm.com, www.tm-ent.com or www.translationllc.com 
Moses Harper , originally from Harlem, is a graduate from SUNY Purchase with a degree in Music. She spent two years as an instructor and mentor for the "Chess In the Schools" organization. Her songs, poetry and short stories are based on life experiences, social change, women's issues and spiritual emancipation. In addition to using her music as an outlet to express consciousness, she has developed and facilitated lectures that promote self empowerment and overcoming obstacles.   
Antoinette Alexander Sarpong received her B.A. degree with honors in Fashion Design/Human Resources from Atlanta’s historic Spelman College.  Antoinette trained under top New York team designer Tege Stovall and has held top level positions in the buying and management areas of the cosmetics (Lancome and Cardeux) and retail (Macy’s and Paul Harris Boutique) industries.  Antoinette is the Founder and CEO of Antoinette Associates Inc., a Delaware-registered corporation, headquartered in Huntington, Connecticut. It is a multimedia and image consulting company with subsidiaries in the beauty, health, wellness and fashion industries.  Antoinette then formed the company, “Your Own Unique Image” a subsidiary of Antoinette Associates Inc. in 2006, which has provided additional opportunities for her to draw on her many talents with the next phase being the development of a line of beauty and wellness products.  Antoinette has a broad range of experience in the media field having spent over 20 years in the television and film industry; and her work has appeared in such publications as Ebony Magazine, ESSENCE, GQ, Black Enterprise, Vogue Hommes magazine and US News & World Report.  Married to businessman John Sarpong, Antoinette partnered with her husband in 1994 in the development of his company, Africast Global Media where she served as programming director and traveled to all parts of Europe and Africa.  She currently serves as a member of the Board of Directors. www.antoinetteassociates.com 
Sabrina Thompson is savvy, creative and bold.  Hailing from the rural town of Wilson, NC, this New York transplant manages to weave an unconventional lifestyle that encompasses all that she loves--media, fashion and nonprofit endeavors.  Sabrina juggles being the CEO/designer of her jewelry company, Beanpye, orchestrates the national logistics of nonprofit events for WEEN (Women in Entertainment Empowerment Network), and recently established, Kuu Consulting, a media consulting firm that helps to transition high-powered attorneys from the courtroom to television. With nearly seven years of combined TV production experience with Columbia Tri-Star pictures TV, Sony Pictures TV, and TruTV (formerly Court TV), she has taken her TV producing skills and produced careers based on her passions.  In her efforts to live a life of social service, she teamed up with her best friend and high powered entertainment executive, Valeisha Butterfield, in 2007 to start WEEN, a women’s empowerment organization in which Kimora Lee is the national spokesperson.  In addition, Sabrina’s love for unique fashion lead her to create an exclusive jewelry company, Beanpye, in 2005, whose clients include India.arie, Nelly Furtado, and more.  Lastly, when most people are winding down their day, Sabrina fine-tunes her latest consulting venture with ease.  At Kuu Consulting, she merges prominent attorneys from the National Bar Association, Court TV, and more to speak at national events and networks in order to expand their branding outside of the courtroom. 
Sabrina earned a B.A. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (TV/media broadcast & Communications) and a Masters in Education from Long Island University.  She is a former All-American & NCAA sprinter and is an active member of Emanuel Baptist Church.  She also happens to be a high school teacher in Brooklyn, NY.  www.beanpYe.com 
Jennifer Threat earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Advertising from Ohio University’s prestigious E.W Scripps School of Journalism. After completing her studies at OU, Jen began her Master of Science in Magazine Publishing at NYU, as part of the first graduating class for that program. She completed her coursework four nights a week, while working full-time in the New York office of Los Angeles-based, Buzz magazine. 
With over ten years experience in magazine publishing, Jen successfully managed client relationships, executed events and increased advertising revenue at Good Housekeeping, Essence and Ebony magazines.  Even more, she volunteered at various non-profit organizations: Advertising Women of New York, African Americans in Advertising, The Frederick Douglass Community Center in Harlem and LL Cool J’s Jump and Ball event in Queens.  The “Jump and Ball” event included basketball and double dutch competitions for teens.  Her experience at these companies, coupled with her journalism degrees, urged her to strike out on her own to start DOUBLE DUTCH magazine (an urban, digital magazine for multi-cultural girls ages 12-17). The magazine’s mission is to elevate teens’ self-esteem with stories on education, politics, fashion, entrepreneurship and health. In addition to her position as publisher of DOUBLE DUTCH magazine, Jen balances her time as wife to Kevin, her husband of 11 years, and mother to their two-year-old daughter, Dawn.  

Website: www.doubledutchmag.com 
PANELISTS

Daoud Abeid resides in Brooklyn, an international destination spot, and the home to this filmmaker and graphic designer. Merging a fascination and talent for creating visual aesthetics and social justice, Abeid pursued his degree at Syracuse University in Film and Art Video production with a minor in Art and Design. 
Since 2002, Abeid has received recognition for his artistic efforts. Beginning with his 1st film, called “rev’o.lu,shun” he co-wrote and directed with Sunshowah Films’ co-founder Dahkil Hausif. The film, received the first place award for Best Short Film in the Philadelphia International Film Festival in 2002. In 2003 he produced a Rock the Vote Campaign video featuring HBO’s Def Jam poets. In collaboration with the Source magazine, Abeid produced a documentary film called “Joe Gotta Go” which premiered at the 2003 Urban World Film Festival held in New York City. In 2006 his film project "eye Jammy" premiered at the Urbanworld film festival, and received awards for best short at the hip hop odyssey festival, spaghetti junction festival in Atlanta, and Onfumes film festival. The film was also an honorable mention finalist in the BETJ best shorts competition in 2007. His most recent project "Shades of Brooklyn Vol. 1" was one of five international finalists in the 2008 American Black Film Festival's HBO best shorts competition, and can now be seen on HBO. In 2004, Abeid co-founded coup d’etat, BROOKLYN, an urban lifestyle brand to represent his style and philosophical ideals, launching the brand with high-end fashion t-shirts that speak to the societal times in which all people are living.
Website: www.cdtbk.com 
Manyell Akinfe’s career in the financial services industry began while in search of a way to manage her college debt and achieve the dream of homeownership; she was approached by a representative from Primerica Financial Services.  After meeting with the representative she realized how little she knew about how money worked. She questioned why her parents, peers, or professional mentors hadn’t given her this information; didn’t they know? Determined to teach basic financial concepts to anyone who would listen, Ms. Akinfe began a crusade of helping families become debt free and financially independent. Since beginning her career, she has facilitated several seminars for churches, community centers and non-profit organizations. Her plans for 2009 include collaborating with individuals and companies that influence popular culture to increase the popularity of achieving financial freedom, working with public schools and colleges to create programs for freshman and seniors and partnering with community leaders to spread financial literacy.    

Manyell holds NASD Series 6, 26 and 63 licenses, a mortgage certification, as well as a New York State Life & Health Insurance license. She received her Bachelor of Science from the Fashion Institute of Technology and graduated with academic honors.

Selena Ayala. Hailing from Brooklyn, NY, by way of Long Beach California, Selena Ayala, has always carried with her dreams of change through media. Since she was a little girl, she thought her life would take her down a road of journalism. She often wrote columns in her school newspapers about women empowerment and issues on self-esteem. In her very recent professional career, Ayala has worked on campaigns with Christian Dior Make- Up advertorial, Victoria's Secrets PINK, Abercrombie & Fitch, and Gilly Hicks.  Being a professional and accomplished model has provided her with a variety of experiences, from traveling the world and experiencing new cultures, to the harsh realities of the fashion industry. With her company B*Star, a non-profit organization she is currently working on, she looks to address issues of promiscuity, peer pressure, and self-esteem, and many of the issues that arise for young women in their teenage transitional period. Although not a journalist, Ms. Ayala has found a way to make a difference. She encourages young women everywhere to be confident and B a Star!
Beverly Bond.  A true music connoisseur, Beverly Bond’s passion for music and uncanny ability to read the crowd, has solidified her as one of the premier DJs in the world.  Over the last 6 years, Bond, a former Wihelmina model, has brought her versatile talent to the most exclusive events in the world with performances at the VH1 Fashion Awards, ESPN X-Games, US Open, and for myriad celebrity clients like Diddy, Jay-Z, Michael Jordan, Prince, Britney Spears, and Martha Stewart.  Known as the “DJ’s favorite DJ”, Bond’s musical knowledge spans countless genre as she is well-versed in hip-hop, rock, soul, funk, and pop.  She has been recognized as one of the most influential DJs in the country.  A winner of the prestigious “Justo Mix Tape Award” for “Best Female DJ”, Bond’s status as the only female member of the Heavy Hitter DJ collective (which includes DJ Enuff and Kanye West) gives her significant street credibility.  Bond has toured with some of hip-hop’s greatest acts including Erykah Badu, Amerie, The Roots, and Musiq Soulchild.  Bond has performed on MTV’s “Total Request Live” and “Direct Effect” as well as BET’s “Rap City “and “106 and Park”, and has been featured as the host/DJ of NBC’s “Weekend Vibe”.  Most recently, Mercedes-Benz chose Bond to be its spokes-model as a voice of hip-hop in its current international campaign.  Bond has served as a panelist on a number of community summits on hip-hop music and culture, and she presently sits on the board of Diesel’s U-Music Competition which seeks out the most original and cutting edge unsigned bands and producers.  Love Heals, a leading foundation for AIDS education, recognized Bond’s presence in the community in 2006, naming her one of New York’s Fifty Fabulous Females.  One of hip-hop’s rising producers, Bond has already produced material for Alicia Keys and remixed records for NAS and 50 Cent.  She served as the Musical Director/Music Producer/DJ for Comedy Central’s “Comic Groove” where she produced the show’s musical score for its entire eight-week run.  With talent as diverse as her knowledge of music, its little wonder that Bond has cemented herself as a force in the DJ world and a powerful and respected voice in the music community.
Website: http://djbeverlybond.biz and www.blackgirlsrockinc.com 
Lisa Burriss. Director of Organizing for Housing and Economic Justice, Burriss began working with PHROLES as a steering committee member, eventually becoming the co-chair of the committee and then GOLES’ Director of Public Housing Organizer in 2005. Lisa graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology from New Paltz College and has since dedicated herself to creating social change. After college, Lisa worked teaching independent living skills to aging out foster children. She is a member of the United Nations Youth Council and co-founded Cultural Unity, a student-group in New Paltz dedicated to increasing cultural awareness and creating unity through education. She is a life-long resident of the Lower East Side, raised in Public Housing and is bilingual in English and Spanish.

Tamiko Evans earned her Bachelors degree in Economics at SUNY-College, Old Westbury and her Masters in Instructional Technology at the University at Albany. Her love for technology led her to complete the Continuing Education Program at NYU in Intensive Multimedia Development and Production.

As a seasoned business professional with over 10+ years consulting, operations and corporate branding experience she is consistently recognized for her sharp business acumen and value-added approach. Some of the clients that she has worked with include, Pepsi, Capitol One Bank and Pfizer. Tamiko also worked at the American Lung Association where she developed international conferences and symposiums for 10k+ attendees and for the Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce on the development team for Harlem Week. 

While Tamiko's successes in corporate America were impressive they left her entrepreneurial spirit yearning for more. This unwavering desire fueled her quest to develop the on-line empowerment community for women - DazzlinDiva.com - with over 2,700 members residing in the United States, Brazil, Canada, the UK and the West Indies. Through her conversations with women, Tamiko realized that there was an unfulfilled need in the community to provide girls with access to information, education and empowerment. That understanding and challenges of her own adolescence led her to establish Positively Empowering Teen Girls About Life, Inc. - P.E.T.A.L., a 501 (c)3 organization and since 2007 P.E.T.A.L., Inc. has touched the lives of thousands of teen girls in the tri-state area through its Call to Action conferences and signature empowerment series, What Our Girls Need to Know. Tamiko is a sought after speaker that has worked with organizations for women including Dress for Success, Women in Need, and National Coalition of Hebrew Women. She is currently working on her book about her life as an African American woman of Jewish faith. 

Website: www.petalinc.org 
Nikki Fajana tapped into the powerful healing properties of whole foods through her own quest for weight loss, increased energy and self acceptance.  Nikki dedicates her life to educate, empower and provide guidance and support for others who are in search of health, happiness and balance.  In addition to her health counseling experience, Nikki is a successful management consultant and has worked nationally and internationally for Fortune 100 Corporations.
Nikki received her training at the Institute For Integrative Nutrition and is board-certified as a Holistic Health Counselor from Columbia University in New York City. She also holds a B.A. degree from the University of Virginia and has an M.B.A from Duke University’s Fuqua School of Business. Website: www.enbonsante.com 
Janaye Ingram was named one of New Jersey’s 25 People to Watch by South Jersey Magazine, and she continues to raise the bar for herself and others. Janaye holds a Master’s degree in Nonprofit Management and currently works with Project Enterprise, as well as serving as a consultant to a host of other nonprofit organizations. Her commitment to community service led to her involvement with Women in Entertainment Empowerment Network (WEEN), where she serves as the Media Chair and host of WEEN TV. 
A native of New Jersey, Janaye graduated cum laude from Clark Atlanta University with a B.A. in Psychology. Her passion for community service has always encouraged her to remain involved. Janaye has worked with organizations in New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Washington DC, Houston and Georgia to improve the lives of others and has received numerous awards and recognition for her efforts including being the youngest recipients of one of the coveted Women’s History Month Awards for Community Service given by the New Jersey State Assembly.

In November 2003, Janaye was crowned Miss New Jersey USA 2004 and went on to compete in the 2004 Miss USA pageant. Through her role as Miss New Jersey USA, Janaye became an accomplished public speaker. Always willing to try new things, Janaye has also achieved success as a published writer and model. 

Ultimately, Janaye would like to create a non-profit organization focusing on youth excellence and development for young women of color. Through her path, Janaye continues to challenge herself, finds a new opportunity in every situation, and hopes to serve as an inspiration to those she meets.
Danita King is a New York-based PR practitioner and founder/CEO of PR Noir, a fashion and lifestyle public relations firm. Her interest in public relations began as a college student at Tulane University in New Orleans, LA, where she served as public relations chair for a large-scale, annual university event. 
Upon graduating from Tulane, Danita’s passion for public relations led her to Boston University, where she earned a Master of Science degree in Corporate Public Relations from B.U.’s prestigious College of Communications. While at B.U., she studied in London as a part of the university’s international internship program and worked as a public relations and sales assistant at a multi-label fashion showroom. Danita’s education in public relations and interest in fashion ultimately led her to New York City to further pursue a career in fashion PR.

Over the years, Danita has worked for some of the top fashion and luxury brands in New York, including working in-house for Coach (handbags) and Joseph Abboud (menswear). She also served as the PR consultant for a number of New York-based retail stores and fashion designers, including Lounge Soho, Edwing D’Angelo, Malan Breton of Project Runway and B. Oyama, a Harlem menswear boutique. Most recently, Danita held the position of Account Director at a boutique fashion and luxury goods PR firm, where she was the primary strategic planner and media relations director for such notable brands as Bill Blass, Fabrikant diamonds, Simmons Jewelry Company (Russell Simmons) and Disney, among others. 

In 2007, Danita launched PR Noir, a fashion and lifestyle PR firm, which currently holds a growing client roster in the fashion, lifestyle, luxury goods and beauty industries. Under PR Noir, Danita has executed a number of special events, trunk shows, store openings, fashion shows and media events. Danita’s innovative PR and media relations campaigns have fostered strong relationships with key fashion editors, writers, reporters, television producers, celebrity stylists and industry executives. She boasts a strong track-record of securing press coverage in an array of top-tier media outlets, including Women’s Wear Daily, InStyle, O: The Oprah Magazine, Forbes, The Financial Times, ABC’s The View, BET’s The Black Carpet, Good Morning America and Glamour Magazine, among others. Website: www.PRNoir.com 
Chandra Lanier received both her Bachelors of Science and Master of Arts from Kent State University in Electronic Media Production and Media Management.  In February 2004, she relocated from Ohio to New York City, where she worked her way up from CBS Page to News Productions Assistant Producer to MTV Associate Producer, traveling throughout the Caribbean.  

Chandra Lanier is currently a Field Producer for Black Enterprise’s Black Enterprise Business Report with Shon Gables as well as Producer and Field Reporter for BETJ’s MY TWO CENTS.  Additional credits include modeling for Hype Hair Magazine, Glamour Magazine and various fashion designers, performing in Vagina Monologues at the Apollo Theatre alongside Kerry Washington and Michelle Williams and appearing in several films such as Split Ends, Bet Your Life, Proximity and Solid Milk Chocolate Man.  She has also appeared on TV for the WCBS Morning Show, Throw Down on Food Network and Vacation Challenge on the Travel Channel.  Chandra enjoys working on projects that inspire and stimulate change whether being a role model for young girls or highlighting various issues in the black community.

Tola Lawal. From entrepreneur, to DeeJay to MTV cube monkey, Tola Lawal is a force to be reckoned with. The CEO of Systematik Marketing & Promo, a digital marketing company based out of New York, Tola also dj’s while she isn’t coordinating marketing strategies in the Global Digital Sector of Viacom/ MTV. This fall, she also plans to launch the Black American Princess program for female high school juniors and seniors on their way to college.
Ryan Charles Mack graduated from the University of Michigan Business School with a concentration in Finance. His career in equity markets began in Detroit, MI as a stock trader, and later as a trader for the largest NASDAQ trading firm in the nation, Knight Securities. Having a passion for teaching, he established his own financial awareness group in 2003 where he began to publish regular newsletters about various financial related issues that were of interest to people from all income levels.

Mr. Mack believed there was an industry void relative to providing advice and services to a broader spectrum of individuals, and was prompted to establish his own financial planning firm, Optimum Capital Management, LLC. He has achieved two insurance licenses, a certification that enables him to give investment advice (Series 66), and is registered in numerous states across America. He is often invited to speak within the community where he emphasizes the importance of developing a responsible investment plan which leads to financial independence. With a clientele representative of all income levels, through Optimum Capital Management, Mr. Mack continues to teach the merits of sound budget management and smart investing for all people. Website: www.optimumcapitalmanagement.com 
Dominga Martin is a journalist by trade with diverse talents that span the multi-media spectrum of Fashion, Publishing and Film.  In 2001, Dominga formed House of Ming, a boutique production company that developed the short film “bum.” and the Award Winning short film, “Yellow.” “bum.” received acclaim at the Roxbury Film Festival (2001). “Yellow” has traveled the film festival circuit for 5 years and will be released on Urban Slam Vol. 2, a DVD compilation with several acclaimed shorts.  It is currently screening in Africa and other countries overseas. She has completed a documentary "fiche d'Identite", which follows the first President of Senegal’s (Leopold Sedhar Senghor) grand-daughter and her friends on their journey through the immigration system and their life in the entertainment industry. Dominga combined her love of film and fashion and launched tamBöi (www.tamboi.com), a t-shirt line feminizing icons such as The Godfather, Scarface and Che Guevara. The t-shirt line has been in high demand since its launch in May 2006, including The GRAMMY FOUNDATION, where she provided t-shirts for a celebration for Miami’s Mayor. 

Dominga is also the co-founder of Crème Magazine (www.creme-magazine.com), an on-line publication which celebrates the lifestyle of tastemakers, celebrities and young professionals.  On the weekends, Dominga is a participant at the Writer’s Workshop at Columbia University which is sponsored by the Writer’s Guild of America.  Her first feature film is currently being produced by veteran producer Preston Holmes (Malcolm X, Hustle & Flow, New Jack City).  Dominga, originally from Boston, Massachusetts, attended Clark Atlanta University where she studied Radio, TV, Film and Journalism.
Shelly Martin, owner of Harlem Bombshell, Inc. an on-line intimate apparel and products store, grew up in Maryland. She came to New York after graduation from Maryland University to pursue a career in the Fashion Industry.  Although she did work in the industry at Polo Ralph Lauren and Tommy Hilfiger, she decided to focus her talents on helping her church by designing costumes for the arts ministry.  It was here that she had the opportunity to volunteer to help people, and where she first came in contact with a pregnant, homeless teen, whom she brought home to live with her. 
This put her in touch with more girls, giving her the opportunity to touch these very delicate lives and use her own life experience as a product of a teen mom, to guide and inspire them to their own unique greatness.  She realized that so many women, young and old, are not aware of self love and the role this plays in choosing a life partner. It became a passion and before long, Harlem Bombshell, Inc grew to spread the message of Self Love and the Art of Sensuality. Shelly is currently writing her first book chronicling her life of what it was like to be a child of a teen mom and the journey taken to find self love and appreciation.
Nneka Njideka is a Licensed Masters Level School Social Worker on the School Based Support Team for the New York City Department of Education. She currently works with ten high schools on two campuses in Brooklyn, NY, and is responsible for crisis intervention, group and individual counseling, family and bereavement counseling; reviewing in detail Parental Rights and Due Process regarding Special Education Services, conducting Manifestation Determination Review meetings, performing psychosocial assessments, and much more. Ms. Njideka has worked in the field of Social Work for over fourteen years.

Ms. Njideka received her post graduate training from the New York Institute of Psychotherapy Training and is a certified Child Psychotherapist.  Additionally, she holds a Master’s of Social Work from NYU, a Bachelor’s of Social Work from Tuskegee University and an Associate Degree in Community Mental Health from Kingsborough Community College. In addition to her professional work, Ms. Njideka has volunteered in her community and conducted several workshops for parents and their children. Some of these workshops include: “Getting Parents Involved”, “How To Help Your Child Succeed In School”, “Building And Strengthening The Mother Daughter Bond”, and  “HIV/STD Prevention For Girls 6th-12th Grade And Sexual Abuse Prevention For Girls 6-8 Years Of Age.” Ms. Njideka is ardent about strengthening relationships between parents and children, emphasizing the importance of cultivating a circle of support,  and establishing the ability to determine when Mental Health Services are necessary.
Marion Ntiru A national of Uganda, Marion Ntiru was born and raised in Nairobi, Kenya before moving to New York City in 1992. After graduating from Mount Holyoke College in 2002 with a dual major in mathematics and economics, she worked as a consultant for Mercer HR Consulting (Retirement Practice) and PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP (Risk and Compliance) in New York.  In 2008, Marion earned her MBA in international business from the Stephen M. Ross School of Business at the University of Michigan. She is currently a management associate with Citi Cards in the New York office. Having lived in both developed and developing nations, she hopes one day to combine her background in business with economic development to alleviate poverty in Africa. Marion loves to travel and is on a quest to visit all seven continents of the world; she also enjoys dance and music.

Soraya Palmer was born and raised in Brooklyn, NYC. She is a recent graduate of Connecticut College with a degree in Africana Studies. She currently works at a youth empowerment organization teaching media literacy and community building workshops. She is pursuing her career as a teaching artist and using creative writing as a tool for empowerment for youth, women of color, and survivors of violence.
Chenits “Chen-Lo” Pettigrew uses his skill as an emcee much like the West African Griot: recording the history of the people, swinging a double edged sword to entertain and teach you.  After closely studying the methods of a young Nas, Black Moon and The Roots, Chen found stage life at the age of 15.  He honed his skills as a performer at small clubs in and around the Pittsburgh area.  He got his start as the lead emcee of a live band called the Jive Family, and soon after the producer of Hi-Low Productions asked Chen to round out the three-man line-up.  Through this, Chen Lo aka 2maro gained exposure and recognition on the Pittsburgh hip-hop scene.  Hi-Low Productions have opened for artists such as The Roots, Phife Dog, Tash (Alkoholics) and Xzibit.  Powered by the racial turmoil that he faced during his senior year at Penn State University, Chen found a renewed purpose in his music and set out to affect change.  With partner Joe Blak, Chen founded the group Liberation.  Liberation shared the stage with the likes of Dead Prez, Common and Erykah Badu, but found more notoriety for their potent community service.  The group's focus was to use their music as the soundtrack to grassroots community movements in which they were heavily involved.  Through an organization Chen Lo co-founded, Sankofa Community Empowerment, Inc., he was able to use his music as a tool for culturally relevant and socially practical education for black youth in various major cities... this is his passion.  Now with greater maturity and a strengthened sense of purpose, Chen Lo, along with his own label, Liberation Music Group (LMG), has teamed up with Mad Maestro Entertainment and the Hopposition to produce his first solo project, The Biggest Secret. 
Wesbite: www.chenlomusic.com 
Tomasina-Sams Riddick received her Bachelors of Science in Social Welfare from South Carolina State College.
She has worked at the New York State Department of Correctional Services for the past 17 years as a correctional counselor, currently assigned to Sing Sing Correctional Facility. Prior to this, Tomasina worked with NYC Department of Corrections as a counselor.  Tomasina has devoted the past 23 years of her life to empowering adolescents and adults that have been incarcerated for drug and alcohol addiction; providing crisis intervention, employment training, parenting skills and more. Tomasina is dedicated to returning people to their viable state of being.
Tomasina is a member of UNDOING RACISM, a group of community organizers working towards confronting racism in our systems  and communities. She is also the co-founder of 100 BLACKS IN LAW ENFORCEMENT WHO CARE, a civil/human rights organization. Her most prominent work with 100 BLACKS is her undying willingness to fight for the injustices of Brown and Latino people, and organizing them to become activist for their rights. She facilitates workshops throughout the city on "WHAT TO DO WHEN STOPPED BY THE POLICE" AND "GANG VIOLENCE - OUR COMMUNITY TERRORISM". Tomasina works towards the cultural, spiritual, and physical awareness of children and young adults. Tomasina is truly a foot soldier.

Viviane Saleh-Hanna is a Professor of Crime and Justice Studies at the University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth.  Coptic and Palestinian in origin, Canadian in citizenship and Pan-Africanist in her heart, she identifies as an activist Scholar.  Prior to moving to the United States, she lived in Nigeria and worked with prisoners in Nigeria, Ghana and the Gambia.  Her book, Colonial Systems of Control: Criminal Justice in Nigeria is the first publication on prisons in West Africa and the first publication to provide an in-depth look at the life inside African prisons.  More recently, her scholarship and activism have focused on the role black music plays in black liberation struggles and the fight against  modern slavery through mass incarceration.  Dr. Saleh-Hanna earned her Bachelor of Arts degree from University of Ottawa (Canada), Masters Degree from Simon Fraser University (British Columbia, Canada) and a Doctoral Degree from Indiana University.
Panin Soadwa-Humphrey, MD is currently a practicing pediatrician in Maryland.  Panin's dedication to providing health care to underserved populations both domestically and internationally are evident through her participation in health fairs, volunteering at the health department and two medical mission trips to Ghana, West Africa.  Panin graduated from Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine in 2004 and completed her pediatric residency training at Columbus Children's Hospital/The Ohio State University in 2007. During her residency, she was recognized for her commitment for teaching medical students and interns and for her enthusiasm in working with, treating and educating children and their families. In addition, she provided professional and personal support to minority medical students and colleagues.  Panin also serves as the Vice-President of the Gye Nyame Empowerment Project.
PANEL MODERATORS

Sonia Alleyne is the editorial director for all careers and lifestyle coverage at BLACK ENTERPRISE magazine. She covers career development and diversity trends, as well as health, lifestyle, fashion, automotive, and travel and tourism news. In 2008, she wrote the June 2008 cover story on Oprah Winfrey and Harpo Inc., BLACK ENTERPRISE’s Industrial Service Company of the Year.

Along with her responsibility to the magazine, Alleyne serves as lifestyle correspondent for the Luxe Life segment of Black Enterprise Business Report, a syndicated television program that focuses on African American financial and personal empowerment. She also serves as editorial director of the Black Enterprise Women of Power Summit, an annual leadership conference for professional women of color. Alleyne joined BLACK ENTERPRISE in 2001 as the consumer affairs/careers editor. Prior to that, she was the founding editor of Belle, a lifestyle magazine for plus-sized women. Earlier in her career, Alleyne spent 10 years at Black Elegance magazine, starting in 1991 as associate editor and becoming editor-in-chief in 1994. She launched her journalism career at CLASS magazine, where she served as senior managing editor. Alleyne has made regular appearances as a career and lifestyle expert on Fox’s Good Day New York, NBC’s Weekend Today, iVillage Live, Fox Business News and CNN. She is also co-author of Good is Not Enough: And Other Unwritten Rules for Minority Professionals (Portfolio; 2008), which has been nominated for a 2009 NAACP Image Award.

Alleyne is a graduate of Emerson College and holds a bachelor’s degree in business communications.  She currently resides in Brooklyn, NY. Website: www.blackenterprise.com 
Dr. Catrise Austin, also known as the “Dentist to the Stars.” Catrise completed her undergraduate studies at the University of Michigan, majoring in psychology and dental school at the University of Maryland in Baltimore. She smartly believed that understanding the emotional impact of dentistry on her patients was as important as mastering the necessary medical knowledge. 

A great deal of Dr. Austin’s relaxation time was spent in NYC with fellow students, and the hotspot of the day was The Boston Comedy Club. There Dr. Austin found herself mingling with the likes of Eddie Murphy, Chris Rock, Chris Tucker and all of the hottest comedians of the day., and that’s when the “Dentist to the Stars” was born. “I knew that they had to have the best smiles of all and after realizing that I couldn’t work for someone and be as successful as I had envisioned, I knew I had to start my own practice.” Her mentoring relationship with a fellow African-American female dentist (Dr. Karen Gear) gave birth to a conversation about small business loans and the idea of a practice within a practice, where Dr. Austin would share space with an already established doctor. That doctor was Dr. Albert Thompson who was purposeful in wanting to provide space for a black dentist.  

But beyond the celebrated elite, Dr. Austin’s true goal is to empower people to be better about dental health and oral hygiene. Website: www.VIPSMILES.com. 

Mitzi Miller is an award-winning journalist and the bestselling author of five books, including the wildly popular Scholastic/Point 3- book teen series, Hotlanta. A contributing writer for Essence, Miller also regularly contributes entertainment and relationship stories, as well as biting commentary and first-person pieces to a wide array of magazines, including Elle (U.K.), VIBE, Uptown, and Odyssey Couluer. Her extensive television experience includes regular appearances on VH1’s humorous list shows, as well as ABC’s top-rated morning show, Good Morning America, and The Food Network. 

Mitzi began her career at HONEY in 2001 as an unpaid intern, before quickly becoming the girl-around-town columnist for the hip magazine’s monthly feature, “Road Trippin.” After her tenure at Honey, Mitzi became the staff editor and the Sex, Sex, Sex columnist for Jane. She frequently contributed celebrity features and quirky girly stories to the magazine’s entertainment section – in addition to her monthly column – including “Mitzi Lives Like A Privileged White Woman For A Week” and '”How To Date 8 Guys At Once,” which received a favorable review in the Washington Post Newspaper. Mitzi’s first book, The Angry Black Woman’s Guide to Life (Plume/Dutton) was released in April 2004 to rave reviews in The New York Times, Boston Globe and Newsweek. Most recently, Mitzi signed a three-book deal with Scholastic Inc., to publish the Hotlanta series, which was nominated for an African American Literary Award in September 2008.

When not pursuing writing and television opportunities, Mitzi is a skilled public speaker who has appeared at various forums and seminars nationwide including: Hip-Hop 4 Life Youth Fest 2008, The Freshman Honors Reception at Florida A&M University, and Essence Magazine’s Image of Black Women in Media Panel. Miller resides in New York City. Follow her daily drama on her personal blog at www.mitzimoments.blogspot.com
Najwa Moses.  Behold a new era- the fusion of technology, fashion, arts, culture and entertainment. Ushering in this new era is the talented, the outrageous, the outspoken, Najwa Moses, CEO and proud creator of Styleaholics Productions LLC.  Najwa began changing how the world interacts immediately after graduating with a BS in marketing from F.I.T in May 2001, when she began working as a Business Development and Marketing Assistant for the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce's Brooklyn Style. Here, she honed her skills and helped independent designers develop their business acumen. During her tenure, Najwa conceptualized the Shopping Party, and a movement was born. The event was designed to assist emerging designers compete in the marketplace and gain coveted access to press and industry professionals. The first Closet Shopping Party took place at Spa Nightclub in 2002, with over 600 consumers including media and industry in attendance. Notoriety soon followed. Website: www.styleaholics.com
ENTERTAINMENT

Abby Dobson is one of those rare songbirds that effortlessly stimulate sensual, soulful and raw emotions using just her vocal instrument, a voice that you don’t just hear…you feel it. Having been influenced by the likes of legendary soul and jazz powerhouses such as Sarah Vaughn, Anita Baker, Donny Hathaway, Bill Withers, Whitney Houston and Aretha Franklin, Abby is not your typical artist who tries to woo a crowd with technical acrobatics or lyrical clichés, but instead captures a crowd using captivating melodies and emotionally charged words brought to life by the ache and honey in her voice. Devoted to her craft, Abby has studied classical voice since Junior High school. But it was the introduction to Billie Holiday and Hathaway that taught Abby how to draw people inside her in such a way that you feel her essence. Abby’s music is heart music. “I want to touch people. I wanna make you feel.” 
Abby has performed throughout New York City performing to rave reviews at well-known venues like S.O.B’s, The Knitting Factory, The Cutting Room, Joe’s Pub, and the legendary Blue Note. This performer has been a featured singer/songwriter at the New York Songwriter’s Circle three times, performed on BET’s 106 & Park, was a finalist in the R&B category of the John Lennon Song Writing Competition for her song “Deeply”, which has also been featured on television (“The Shield”, “Jack & Jill” and “Any Day Now”), performed in 98.7 KissFM sponsored shows at the South Street Seaport, and was hailed by 98.7 KissFM as a “rising superstar”. 
Abby is no assembly line artist. No gimmicks. No studio manufactured antics. She is an innovative and compelling force to soul music, a tender voice bringing people together…bringing you joy… through the gift of song.
Jae Honda aka NY grew up in Harlem NY, and studied jazz and classical piano at Bloomingdale House of Music, later graduating from Mount Holyoke College in 2003 with a Bachelor degree in English.  While coming up, she always had a love for music, which she attributes to her father who loves blues, gospel, jazz, and everything in between.  She currently works for The University of Pennsylvania's Barbara and Edward Netter Center for Community Partnerships.  She is also the Director of Youth Development at Sayre High School located in West Philadelphia where she oversees 80% of all HS programming within the Beacon Community School Program.  Jae hopes to establish herself in the music industry, and she also hopes to obtain a degree in Non Profit Administration.  Her ultimate goal is to establish a foundation for inner city youth because she believes it is imperative to give back.  Jae Honda is not only committed to her music, but also committed to working  for, fighting for, and delivering adequate resources to inner city communities.  

Akua Taylor, a voice of the time. A vibration you can feel. Sensual. Sweet. Freeing. Empowering. Awe inspiring. Akua Taylor is a young vessel of music.  Classically trained in piano and vocally rooted in choral music, Akua set her sights on Fisk University in Nashville, TN to be one of the world renowned Jubilee Singers. Not only did she sing with the group butshe also reigned as Miss Fisk University 2004-2005. Between classes, Akua wrote, recorded and produced her first album “Reach Higher,” selling it out of her dorm room, bookstore and everywhere she traveled. She promoted independent music on her campus radio show and performed regularly with area bands. Upon graduating Magna cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa, Akua recorded her EP “Just Tryin’ to Live,” and moved to New York to pursue her music and acting career full time. 
It began at Food 4 Thought Café in Bed-Stuy, Brooklyn. Akua sang at a “Liberation Friday” open-mic night and was enthusiastically embraced by the community. She has since performed at AIDS Walk 2008 in Central Park, and has opened for Emily King, Brand Nubian and M1 of Dead Prez. People say she is refreshing and a breath of fresh air because she embodies manners that seem almost extinct in today’s youth. Many are amazed to see a young lady embrace her African culture so earnestly. Akua says, “I wear my heritage like it’s going out of style; it’s up to us to keep who we are alive.”  For more information, please visit www.akuataylor.com or www.myspace.com/akuataylor.
D. Woods - Wanita Woodgett – is truly a triple threat entertainer and is currently one of the entertainment industry’s quickly rising young stars. She became a familiar face on television from Diddy’s “Making the Band 3” which has consistently been one of MTV’s most highly rated shows and went on to achieve chart-topping and certified Platinum status with the five-member pop/R&B girl group sensation, Danity Kane. Their first album debuted in late 2006 at #1 on the Billboard charts selling 234,000 units in the first week with hit singles “Showstopper” and “Ride For You.” Returning for another hit season of Making the Band 4 on MTV with Bad Boy label-mates Day26 & Donnie Klang, Danity Kane’s new album “Welcome to the Dollhouse” debuted in 2008 at #1 on the Billboard Charts, making Danity Kane the first female group to have two #1 album debuts for their first and second albums. The album has spawned hit singles ‘”Damaged” and “Bad Girl” featuring Missy Elliot. D. Woods has toured with other major acts including the Black Eyed Peas, Christina Aguilera and The Pussycat Dolls, as well as headlined the Making the “Band Tour” with Danity Kane. 
Website: www.myspace.com/yagirldwoods or www.yagirldwoods.com 
PHOTOGRAPHER
Dimples Whitaker was born and raised in Harlem where she began photographing at a very young age.  Friends would stop by and Dimples would take captivating pictures of them – posing them on her 10-speed bike.  Her friends were so  impressed with her work that word spread like wildfire that Dimples was the person to go to if anyone needed pictures.  As a result, she was asked to photograph a sweet sixteen birthday party – and this was when she knew photography was her calling!
For the past 15 years, Dimples has photographed everything form weddings to bridal showers to birthday parties to baby christenings and many other events.  Her specialty is portraits.  Dimples chose photography as a form of art because it allows her to capture the true inner beauty of her clients.

To further enhance her status as a professional photographer, Dimples will be transferring from LaGuardia Community College to Fordham University in the Summer (or Fall) of 2009 to attain her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Photography.
VIDEOGRAPHER
Mya Baker is a young filmmaker born and raised in Chi-town. She currently resides in Brooklyn, NY where she came to be around people of like mind in the independent film industry. Graduating from Columbia College with a concentration in film studies gave her the writing and production skills to pursue her passion as an independent filmmaker.

Her first documentary, ‘Warrior Queens’ was shown in 1994 at the Dusable Museum of African American History in Chicago.  From working as a PA and interning on several independent films, she decided to venture into her first documentary project.  After two years of groundbreaking interviews and historical information to research, she completed her first documentary entitled, ‘Silence: In Search of Black Female Sexuality in America’ (www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_DOUtF4flY).  The film has won many accolades, festival acceptance, and awards.  Segments of her film, was also show on VH1’s, “Can’t Get a Date”.   Since then, her writing has gotten recognition.  

Her short script, Maya: The Illusion, won honorable mention in the American Gem screenwriting competition and she was a BET finalist in the Rap It-Up competition in 2006.  She is currently in production for the follow up to her first documentary, “Silence 2: Black Male Sexuality, finishing up her first novel, video producing for radio personality Ms. Drama and working with high schools students in video. 
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